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Edmund Burke

Reflections on the Revolution in Fyy, -
and on the Proceedings in Certgip,

Societies in London relative to Thyy Event
(London: J. Dodsley, 1790)

Born in Dublin to a Protestant attorney and his Catholic wife, Edmund Burke
(1729/ 30-97) was educated as a lawyer at Trinity College, Dublin and then at
London’s Middle Temple. He made his first major impact with his treatise on
aesthetics A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of our Ideas of the Sublime and
Beautiful (1757, revised 1759). For Burke, the Sublime is an aesthetic category
in which representations of power, immensity, and obscurity stimulate in the
observer fear for the self, with an admixture of ‘delight” produced by aes-
thetic distance. By contrast, the Beautiful is produced by diminutive, weak,
soft, finite, and (as Wollstonecraft would note) feminine objects, generating
pleasure and the social passions. Burke uses these categories in Reflections,
and his opponents were quick to make reference to his Enquiryin their attacks
on Burke’s artifice and on his emotive style.

In 1759 Burke became private secretary to William Gerard Hamilton, MP,
and began a distinguished political career, forging a reputation as a great
Parliamentary orator. During the 1760s he also became a fixture in London’s
hte}*ary circles, including Samuel Johnson’s Literary Club. In 1764 Burke
resigned his position under Hamilton and became private secretary to the
N€W prime minister, the Whig Lord Rockingham. This ministry lasted just
]‘;Ezrﬁar, b.ut Burke’s. relationship with Rockingham endured. Burke was a
S \:‘l’thlg, supporting limitations to the power of the Crown gnd the peo-
With g rOto.petltlon .the government, but also resisting more radical refor.ms.
Kingd ogm thng tenr',lons developing between America and the United

» the Rockmgham Whigs sought to defend American liberty and
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Revolution in France

Burke Reflections o1t the

ected MP for Bristol in 1774
rfaxation’ and ‘Conciliation” over tp, neand b

fican patriots and identified him a5 , defentyear
me /

rke opposed the human costs of the el
Bu Whigs’ secession from Parii against
ment 3

S Bu[_ke \s'yas CI

ading interest

itish tr:
Britis et

made two major Speec

which supported th(.: A
constitutional liberties.

America and led th
Burke campaigning for financiy) refoy

Jic relief from civil Proscriptiong, 5 ang
ons made him vulnerable to accuSatiS Il‘ish
1 Riots of 1780, when London el Ong of

licism. In the Gordo . 8
dosst Eztrgocl;(;orge Gordon attacked Catholic Churc.hes amd hOuSeS’ Blired
llalpangished his sword to defend his house. Unsubtle hints at Burke's Catt rk.e.

r o radical responses to the Reflections. 1p A Otc
the

sympathies recur i .
i wer, with Burke as Paymaster-
Rockinghams returned to po ¥ General of the

army, although his non-aristocratic origins c‘lenied him a cabinet post. I

1782, this ministry was cut short by Rockingham’s death. Bypi, k. Jul
lowed Charles James Fox's leadership, and returned to the same ¢ ffice\'w fol.
coalition between the Foxite Whigs and their former enemy, Lorg hlln the
George III used his influence to undermine the ministry and i orth,
William Pitt the younger as prime minister; Burke, like many Whigs feFmEd
this event gravely undermined British constitutional principles, Bur,k € that
much of the 1780s and early 1790s working for the impeachm, € Spent
Governor General of Bengal, Warren Hastings; but, like other ;\Tflt .Of the
reputation was damaged by his support for the Prince of Wal higs, his
ReBgenIZ during the king’s illness of 1788-9. 5 t0 be made
urke’s initial responses to the F :
mived, but notably Iiss enthusmsticri;lil 1rI:iev?l.uuon se?m to have been
was ‘the greatest event ... that ever L § Iriend Fox’s opinion that it
the best”. Many allies from the ?flppene'd o the world, & how much
for the belated French adoptio fme?l.can crisis expected Burke’s suppott
had decided thay France V&Ifjas ;1 Of British freedoms; by September 1789 he
n course for anarchy. He publicly attacked

rotest.
: The late 1770s and 1780s sa;lzv
supporting measures for Cat f-
packground and family connectl

Seen ag 0 France becan% ned Burke an international audience: A
2 Prophet wh, had e Increasingly radical, Burke came 10 be
orrectly discerned g course. He promot®
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and CO]Cridge could Pact g
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¥, Supd . pcnSiO“ in recognition of his wo;
acceP s writings, SAERialy Se Reflecsin,

gurke the Romantic period. Even Hazlitt
riters 2king of him with contempt might

be m
ade Breeth
«he SPE° o d’ o the ¢ . at
thmocmticall mind :ias t_he — reft;alled N "My Piggt Acqc " ofa vy gar
ed an important in uaj e
¢ purke prov P uence on Coleridge Ntance w;;

" esument in organic'met?phors al_id on his later gq cial f}i c; L:lisiecially on his
11'11 ordsworth praised Fhe Genius of Burke’ ip The PTeludg t. Most expli.
Fﬁﬂ };enCe is a deep (if ambiguous) presence in a]] of his po te (1850), by his
urke’s Reﬂgci.fioﬂs directlg inspired numerous conservatiye fvz :rfs tihe 179.05'
qeorge Canning, Hanna Mor'e, and Walter Scott, whoge romancésndudmg
ols are invested in Burkean chivalry. Bl:lrke’s famous Passage on ¢ A 2
as still current enougl’l er Byron to invoke it in

dition of Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage, Cantos I and I (1812)

oet

he sub;
Ject
the preface to his second

(All the nakedness and solitude of metaphysical abstraction]

[flatter myself that I love a manly, moral, regulated liberty as well as any gentle-
man of that society;' be he who he will; and perhaps I have given as good proofs
of my attachment to that cause, in the whole course of my public conduct, I think
Lenvy liberty as little as they do, to any other nation. But I cannot stand forward,
and give praise or blame to any thing which relates to human actions, and human
concerns, on a simple view of the object, as it stands stripped of every relation, in
all the nakedness and solitude of metaphysical abstraction. Circumstances (which
with some gentlemen pass for nothing) give in reality to every political principle
its distinguishing colour, and discriminating effect. The circumstances are what
render every civil and political scheme beneficial or noxious to mankind.
Abstractedly speaking, government, as well as liberty, is good; yet could I, in com-
Mon sense, ten years ago, have felicitated France on her enjoyment of a govern-
ment (for she then had a government) without inquiry what the nature of tlrlj;
i:‘t’;rr?ment was, or how it was administered? C?n I nowa?;gciazi;tzzhzzzse i
i upon its fr'eedom? Is it because liberty in the a sf s i
ngst the blessings of mankind, that I am seriously to Ielicl

ess of his
"ho hag escaped from the protecting restraint and wholesome darkn

' atul
;eﬂf ohn bis restoration to the enjoyment of light and liberty? AmIto congr
1ghwy

Yman and murderer, who has broke prison, upo

P

The §q.
ocie -
ty for COmmemorating the Revolution in Great Britain.

.

n the recovery of his
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23 Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France

natural rights? This would be to act ‘?"C:i‘ ?%i’;:::htizccnc of the cry
demned to the gallies, and their herolc et : Metaphyyg;,.

K

Thina
; hj
Sorrowful Countenance.” ghy th‘

I

) . ' 0
When 1 see the spirit of liberty 111 action, [ see a strong prmciple N f thQ

this, for a while, is all I can possibly kgmv o-fulctl- Ezitvild %ﬁs, s fixeq aj erk-
broke loose: but we ought to suspene SH IR E A HE the figy oo 8% i oy
a little subsided, till the liquor i clgarn, EIUEILLIYRE Soe oy,

e ail]l
¥
the agitation of a troubled and frothy surface. I must be tolel‘ably

thin erSQQ_
Cep. Ot
late men upon a blessin N Der th h
I venture publicly to conpian o h the receiver and 5 thag they . b&f %
ived Flattery cOTTupts Aot . nd the giye,. ha\ze Org
recetved one. le than to kings. I shoulq > and 54 Teq)
f service to the peop _ theref, Ulgy, Uy
congratulations on the new Il 0 bl f,orc o = mforn‘led hspend i

been combined with governmenF, w1 fP = & with the diSCiplin = ity
ence of armies; with the collection OF ail CHECtive and Well~distr-b €ang ob
i ioion; with the solidity of pr Duteq edj,
ith rality and religion; PTOpeity: . Teye
i T a] ners. All these (in the;j » With Ty
order; with civil and sociatmaniee: % S thelr wayy g0 good “ace 4,
and, without them, liberty is not a b(?ne.lt. whilst it lasts, and jg not |; things tod
— The effect of liberty to individuals is, that they kely to, 0
- it will please them to ¢ May dq Whae O
- We ought to sce what it willp 0 do, before U at 1
pLessc: ned into complai € Tisque |
lations, which may be soon turned praints. Prudence would g; Dgrapy,
in the case of separate insulated, private men; but liberty, whep, Men 5 tmate thig

Cti :
is power. Considerate people before they declare themselveg will obge 0 bogie,

' ' i ; v
which is made of power; and particularly of so trying a thing as ey Pow: tl}e Use
persons, of whose principles, tempers, and dlspositions, they haye littlr, 1n fey
. . ] e
experience, and in situations where those who appear the MOSt stirring i0r 1}110
n
scene may possibly not be the real movers. the
All these considerations however were below the transcendental dignity of the
Revolution Society. Whilst I continued in the country, from whence I had the
honour of writing to you, I had but an imperfect idea of their transactions, On my
coming to town, I sent for an account of their proceedings, which had been pub
lished by their authority, containing a sermon of Dr. Price, with the Duke d
Yy Rochefoucault’s and the Archbishop of Aix’s letter, and several other documepts
s : : ™ ctin
annexed.” The whole of that publication, with the manifest design of c?nnzfthg
{ : 1 1 imitation
the affairs of France with those of England, by drawing us into an imia

: . . uneasines
conduct of the National Assembly, gave me a considerable degree of

el
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purke, Reflections on the Revolution in France 23

¢ chat conduct upon the power, credit, prospe'rity,. and tranquillity of
- effect © every day more evident. The form (.)f ConStltl‘lt.lon to be settled, for
France; ecan.'lﬂ b ecame mOTe clear. We are now in a condition to discern, with
olity, the true nature of the object held up to our imitation. If the

e and decorum dictates silence in some circumstances, in others
dence of reSFfl:’ order may justify us in speaking our thoughts. The beginnings
f a higher in England are at present feeble enough; but with you, we
till more feeble, growing by moments into a strength to heap
s upon mountains, and to wage war with Heaven itself.* Whenever our
s house is on fire, it cannot be amiss for the engines to play a little on our

be despised for too anxious apprehensions, than ruined by too con-

confusion With uS
an infancy

peighbour

ecurity.
ﬁd;g;ﬁ;ous chiefly for the peace of my own country, but by no means uncon-

cerned for your's, 1 wish to cqmmunicate more largely, wh?t was at first intended
only for your private satisfaction. I shall still keep your affairs in my eye, afld con-
inue to address myself to you. Indulging myself in the freedom of epistolary
intercourse, I beg leave to throw out my thoughts, and express my feelings, just as
they arise in my mind, with very little attention to formal method. I set out with
the proceedings of the Revolution Society; but I shall not confine myself to them.
Is it possible I should? It looks to me as if I were in a great crisis, not of the affairs
of France alone, but of all Europe, perhaps of more than Europe. All circum-
stances taken together, the French revolution is the most astonishing that has hith-
erto happened in the world. The most wonderful things are brought about in
many instances by means the most absurd and ridiculous; in the most ridiculous
modes; and, apparently, by the most contemptible instruments. Every thing seems
out of nature in this strange chaos of levity and ferocity, and of all sorts of crimes
jumbled together with all sorts of follies. In viewing this monstrous tragic-comic
scene, the most opposite passions necessarily succeed, and sometimes mix with
each other in the mind; alternate contempt and indignation; alternate laughter and
tears; alternate scorn and horror.

[The public declaration of a man much connected
with literary caballers]

fgr Py part,-I looked on that sermon’® as the public declaration of a man much
‘ nnected with literary caballers, and intriguing philosophers; with political theo-
glans, and theological politicians, both at home and abroad. I know they set him

——
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Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France
24 .

t of oracle; because, with the be.st intentimjls in th.e Worl'd, he naturaﬂ
uph a}S 21.50r d chaunts his prophetiC song in exact unison with their dESi » \]
philippizes, an ncis in a strain which I believe has not been heard in this king dom, .
an:};?‘t tsl:“;slpits which are tolerated or encouraLged in is, since the ye 3 16,4 18;1

redecessor of Dr. Price, the Reverend Hugh Peters, n.la.de the vaulp of g
1\:1’222 aosvn chapel at St. James’s rin.g wit.h the h;nourdanil pnvdﬂege Of the Saint:
who, with the ‘high praises of God in their mout s,and a wo-edged syo, di Eh:
hands, were to execute judgment on the heatben, and pliIHIShments Upon g, .
ple; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles vinth fetFerS of irop s
harangues from the pulpit, except in the d'alys of yotllr9 €ague in France tip
days of our Solemn League and Covenant in England,
the spirit of moderation than this lecture in t.he Qld Je
that something like moderation were visible in this po

_Tey
In ¢
have ever breathe he
and the pulpit are terms that have

dlesy o
hOWeVer

€t politig,

WIY. Supposip g,

litical sermon, y,
little agreement. No

Hugh peter (1598—1650), Independen minister and Jeaq
Preached ¢ €ncourage

the army, Supported the regicide, and
before Charles 1’ €Xecution. He wag himself €xecuted in the
{Psalm cxlix.}
The Catholjc League wag formed in 15 76,
Country, The Solem

he
. out Of[
during the Frepcp, Wars of Religion, to drive Protestants

N League ang Covenang

the English Parlia

10

: enanters
Was an agreement made in 1643 between Scottish Cov

MeNt to support militarily

See Price, P- 14 above,

€ reformeq Protestantism and to oppose Catholicism.-

‘b Civil War, Who
ing Parliamentarian in the English Clv;] 20 the d&f
gave a notorious sermon on Isaiah 14: 1
Restoration,
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gurke, Reflections on the Revolution in France

25
Jution, when England found itself withg

VO -
anlci Rzation had lost the bond of union in theiy 5
theé

dissolve the whole fabric. On the contrary,

o P even ficient part of the old constitution throy
rated ?ef:le They kept these old parts exactly as they we, ¢, that th
i} i’; b é suited to them. They acted by the ancient organized St:t :;airt
rec"‘me Ofltheif old organization, and not by the organic mole n

cule of a diSband
gesha” ~ e, perhaps, did the sovereign legislature manifest 5 more teq, dii
peopl& tlI::t fundamental principle of British constitutional policy, than at the
0

(ega! Jution, when it deviated from the direct line of hereditary succes-

evo S

;imeof the i)wrl was carried somewhat out of the line in which it hag before
on. The ithe new line was derived from the same stock. It was still 4 line of
qoved; budescent' still an hereditary descent in the same blood, though an heredj.

ot qualified with protestantism. When the legislature altered the

Y tdz;c-‘; ¢ kept the principle, they shewed that they held it inviolable.
direc 1001,

uta king_
ncient edjf
in both cases they
gh the parts Which

At bo[h
ce; they

[The very idea of the fabrication of a new government,
is enough to fill us with disgust and horror]

The ceremony of cashiering kings, of which these gentlemen talk so much at their
ease, can rarely, if ever, be performed without force. It then becomes a case of war,
and not of constitution. Laws are commanded to hold their tongues amongst
arms; and tribunals fall to the ground with the peace they are no longer able to
uphold. The Revolution of 1688 was obtained by a just war, in the only case in
whichany war, and much more a civil war, can be just. ‘Justa bella quibus necessaria.™
The question of dethroning, or, if these gentlemen like the phrase better, ‘cashier-
ing, kings, will always be, as it has always been, an extraordinary question of state,
a}nd wholly out of the law; a question (like all other questions of state) of disposi-
Z:‘:i;zi ﬁf means, and of probable consequences, rather thar? of positive rights.
minds Theo:pz?lilet.forlcfommon abuses., so it is not to l?e agitated by cor;m;)lg
tesiStance mugt bea i:ei 1}1e‘ of demarcation, where .obedlenclc:loulgl?t ::) :Z S’mg}e
%, 0 3 ginge evint, s }jmt, obscur(.a, anc.l not easily definable. It 15 Sy
"Taged indeeq g o ich determines it. Governments must be abus ”
a8bad g5 the ,; elore it can be thought of; and the prospect of the future rntzij -
tion, e - O’EP;rler?ce of the past. When things are in that Jamentable cor;1
q}l""ﬁﬂed 10 adp; t © deEaSe is to indicate the remedy to those whom naFufe as
tempereq Statemf[t«er In extremities this critical, ambiguous, bitter pot19n to a
Sons, The wise.wﬂllm es and occasions, and provocations, will teach their own
E determine from the gravity of the case; the irritable, from

le

Ly
 From
¢ Foundag, R
" of Rome (c. 27_25 BC), IX.i: “Wars are just to those for whom they are necessary
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) : from disdain and indignatigp at ap,
sensibility to oppressioﬂétb:h}:g?;,?ﬁ;iold from the }z‘::ozf hitflnl())urab]e q
fowanit unv:f::g;.];its,with or without right, @ TevV0 Wil be
in a generou : g
resogrce of the thinking and ther%:éjc}l)'y the pulpit of the Qld Jewry,
The third head of rlght’tz;zsreourselves’, has, at least, as 1.1tt1f: (lzount ton,
‘right to form a governmﬁ'f;utiom either in precedent or princip © as the ty, firgy
anything done at the ReVIO rull “;as made to preserve our ant@nt lelsputab]e Ty
o theincliime, The 0 canstinittodi OF government which is oyr op Secy,
and liberties, and' that aﬂ;‘ ou are desirous of knowing th_e spmt' of our COnstjp,,
rity for law and l'1bertY-‘IhY redominated in that great period \jvhmh has Secureq
tion, and the policy \ffl'l(; bI;th in our histories, in our records, in our acts of Parli.
to this hour, pray look fo liament, and not in the sermons of the Old Jewry, anq the
ment, and journals of parlia Iu’tion Society. — In the former you wi]| find oth,
i - i Re?Schh a claim is as ill-suited to our temper and Wisheg
ideas and another language. arance of authority. The very idea of the fabrics.
as it is unsupported by an)’;i]i i)ugh to fill us with disgust and horror. W, W]
tiom otz - govem;net?ution and do now wish, to derive all we POssess ag g
at the period ,Zfofﬁ})r;zthm- [}pon that body and stock of inheritance we by,
Z}Zﬁtg:rc: fc(:t to inoculate any cyon'? alien to the nature of the original.pla}nt_ Al
the reformations we have hitherto made, have proceeded upon the principle of
reverence to antiquity; and I hope, nay, [ am persuaded, that all th?se Which pos.
sibly may be made hereafter, will be carefully formed upon analogical
authority, and example.

jon in France
Burke, Reflections on the Revolution i1
26 ’

uSiVe
ange
T

namel  the
enan(:e f

precedent,

[Our liberties, as an entailed inheritance derived
to us from our forefathers)

You will observe, that from Ma
been the uniform policy of our ¢
entailed inheritgpce derived to us
POsterity; as an estate specially
any reference what,
constitution presey
itable Crown; an j

gna Charta to the Declaration of Right,” it b
onstitution, to claim and assert our liberties, 252
from our forefathers, and to be transmitted t0 oui
belonging to the people of this kingdom, Wlthozr
€Ver to any other more general or prior right. By this meal}s}?ﬂ.
Vesan unity in so great a diversity of its parts. We haveani® ¢
g¢; and an house of commons and a peP

otes a graft of 4 plant. ljmi[alionof
in which King john accepted the rights of freemen and the ™ ¢

arter of 1215, e
i st GOVE
1 aton of Right invited William Il and Mary II to be joint 3

England, 688 Declar
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Burke, R
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his POHCY appears v me 1o be t}.le I'.Csullt of PI‘OfOund reflection: or 1
T ot of following nature, which is wisdom without reflection md«ithcr the
i generally the result of a selfish temper and c0‘n‘F a}w,.c it.
med views

A spirit of ¢ Jook forward to posterity, who never look backward :
will le of England well know, that the idea ofrint}(l)c:-?gr an?s-
nce tur-

ors. BE i rinciple of conservation, and a sure principle of transmissi

pishes 2 "l excluding 2 principle of improvement. It leaves acquisition ;ﬂ lsfmn:
without awhat ¢ acquires: Whatever advantages are obtained by a state ree; but
it secure paxims, a1e Jocked fast asina sort of family settlement grasp:jjcec?i-
ing o t in forever." By 2 constitutional policy, working aft’er thg patatZ;E

. rtmal
2 kind of m° e we hold, we transmit our governm d ivi
of nature we rece_we’ . o d & ent and our privileges, in
o samne panner in which we enjoy and transmit eur property and our lives. The
t 2 v the goods of fortune, the gifts of Providence, are handed
. in the same course and order. Our political system is
ndence and symmetry with the order of the world, and
decreed to a permanent body composed of transitory
tion of a stupendous wisdom, moulding together the
it mysterious in f the human race, the whole, at one time, is never
", of middle-aged, or young but in a condition of unchangeable constancy,
moves Ol through the varied tenour of perpetual decay, fall, renovation, and pro-
gression. Thus, by preserving the method of nature in the conduct of the state, in
what we improve We are never wholly new; in what we retain we are never wholly
sbsolete. By adhering in this manner and on those principles to our forefathers, we
are guided not by the superstition of antiquarians, but by the spirit of philosophic
f inheritance we have given to our frame of polity the

analogy. In this choice 0
image of a relation in blood; binding up the constitution of our country with our

dearest domestic ties; adopting our fundamental laws into the bosom of our fam-
ily affections; keeping inseparable, and cherishing with the warmth of all their
combined and mutually reflected charities, our state, our hearths, our sepulchres,

and our altars.
Through the same plan of a conformity to nature in our artificial institutions,

;Efebzn;alflnglinct;ft eid of her unerring and powerful instfincts, to fortify the fal-
thosenoSmallbeneﬁtrslvgnces of our .reason, we }.1ave denv'ed several‘ other, and
Abvays acting as f in t}’m om considering our liberties in the light of an inheritance.
lading i iself to misrul fres(;:nce of eanomzed forefathers, the sp1r1t'of freedem,
of a liberal descent insni anieneess, is tempered with an awful gravity. This idea
vents that upstart insoires us with a sense of habitual native dignity; which pre-
who are the first acqui nce almost inevitably adhering to and disgracing those
floble freedom. It cgrlFers Of_ any distinction. By this means our liberty becomes 2
lllustrating ancestors rIlte ;1 an-lmposi.ng and majestic aspect. It has a pedigree, an

It has its bearings, and its ensigns armorial. It has its gallery

TR
s
& Iy, a ‘dead hand’; —

N

dOWn: to us @
in a just correspo

ode of existence

part in, by the disposi
H =

i corporatlono

lands held
permanently by a corporate body, commonly ecclesiastical.
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28 Burke, Reflections on the Revolution i France

of portraits; its monumental inscriptions; its re@rds
cure reverence to our civil institutions on the principle Upon
us to revere individual men; on account of their age; and on 4
whom they are descended. All your sophisters cannoy prod
adapted to preserve a rational and manly freedom than the
pursued, who have chosen our nature rather than ouyr g
rather than our inventions, for the great conservatorie
rights and privileges.

You might, if you pleased, have profited of our ey

ndent dignity. Yoy

> And iy
Whic,  es,

We

Pr
e 0

h Natyp, cag
&

Co

- unt of thQSe N
€

COllI‘Se that © Et(er

Peculatig, - We

&‘.
3 Qllr ¢

S a . I
nd I‘nagazmes Of‘:ﬂsts

Oy,
ample, ang

e . isc

. labidar T 1S true, why o M

out of possession, suffered waste ; but yoy POSsesseq ;- Vet

parts the walls, and in all the foundat and venergy, !

: . c

might have repaired those walls; on those g1q fouas;le. oy
Ddat;

Perfected; by; You hag on,

you might have byjlt
d before it was

! of nNecessity; they make 4]
thange a subject of compromise; which naturally begets moderation they pro
duce temperaments, Preventing the sore evi] of harsh

tions i

monarchy,

) parts wouyld
Ing from ¢

have b ing and start-
heir allotteg places €en prevented from warping and s

[Their blow Was aimed

at an hand holding out
graces, favours

» and immunities]

SPicious may;
hereafte, be
consid

ings
(what will ms of tyrannous distrust; and taught Kin

s afs.r Or
called) the delusive plausibilities, Oi-ﬁite
er those who advise them to place an unli
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. their people, as subverters of their thrg

ence i Nes; as trajtg

. : g TS w o
ction, by leading th:; c-:a}:{ good nature, under spe e who aim 4,
binations of bold and faithless men into a p
0

. S pretenc
articipat; €s, to
it ¢ othing else) is an i Ipation of their me...
adm one (if there were n g N irreparable calamy, Power.
.S a (o)

Remember that your parliament of Paris told your kin; t:;, ;o_u andu to
- together’ he had nothing to fear but the prodigal excess .of th:\ ca“m.g
(e stafes (or the SUPPOTt of the throne. It is right that th ir zeal in

| €se men should hig :

; ) i -

pmv;dm%s cight that they should beajlr their part in the ruin which their cox:n:etlh}::
heads'hI: " their s overeign and their country. Such sanguine declarationg tend t;
proug

nority asleep; t0 encourage it. xjashly to engage in perilous adventures of
I ﬂ:fu Slicy; to neglﬁCt those provisions, pregaratlons, and precautions, which
' d ih benevolence from imbecility; and without which no man can answer
disting! effect of any abstract plan of government or of freedom. For want
for the saluta‘ﬂ;ave seen the medicine of the state corrupted into its poison. They
of these, th;Y French rebel against a mild and lawful monarch, with more fury,
pave seefl td?nsult than ever any people has been known to rise against the most
;ﬁlet;;gz’s irrlpelr, of t,he most sanguinafy tyran.t. Their resisFan? was made to con-
. their revolt was from protection; their blow was aimed at an hand holding
cesions favours, and immunities.
out g?aces, a atu’ral The rest is in order. They have found their punishment in
Thls W: SUEZWS ove.rtul‘ned; tribunals subverted; industry with9ut vigour; com-
their succ e the revenue unpaid, yet the people impoverished; a church
merce eipm;g,state not relieved; civil and military anarchy made the constitution
Plfﬂa]%ed],('nazojn_ every thing human and divine sacrificed to the idol of public
Sreilite: ar:diatior’lal bankruptcy the consequence; an-d to crown all, tb‘? Pal;ffr Sez‘;:
rities of new, precarious, tottering power, the discredited paper sec}tlmtles o rltrr;E i
erished fraud, and beggared rapine,' held out as a currency for the sufpo. e
empire, in lieu of the two great recognized species that represent the. asting s
ventional credit of mankind, which disappeared and hid themselves in the ;ar
from whence they came, when the principle of property, whose creatures a1 =i
resentatives they are, was systematically subverted. T
Were all these dreadful things necessary? were they the inevitable re; blood
the desperate struggle of determined patriots, compelled to wade throu'g thing
a.nd tumult, to the quiet shore of a tranquil and prosperous liberty? No! ;C:l o
oui '1: ;l"he fresh ruins of France, Whicl'{ s-ho ck our feelingi}‘l";h:::f;x;t cuctive
mony S, are not the devastation of civil \‘Nar.; they are 4 peace. They are
Uments of rash and ignorant counsel in time of profound p
\_

————

15 :

On . i TO r}ated
Surch l“a;ﬁ; 818t and 2 November 1789 respectively, the Constituent assembly abolished umes$13§ 1720, e
French Cathzl;id Property to the government. Under the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, Passe
* Wi the . F:hurCh and its ministers were subordinated to the state.

natj . erties as the basis
:lf-aper bon tslll-eedﬁecnvely bankrupt, the French government used confiscated church prop
lecto 1y .

r e , ecame rapidly
eem the national debt. Soon treated as currency and called ‘assignats , they b
ation,
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f inconsiderate and presumptuous, because un
ersons who have thus squandered ay,
he persons who have made this progj

30

the display ©
ible authority. The P

. !

ure of their crimes, .
; erved for the ultima

public evils (the last stake res i i o Qf

met in their progress With. little, or rather \'Nith 10 0Pposition g - atg .
march was more like 2 triumphal procession .than the Progress Of. heig Whole
pioneers have gone before them, and demolished and laid il tﬁ-war' eie
their feet. Not one drop of their blood have they shed in the Cauge e leg ;
they have ruined. They have made no sacrifices to theijr Projects ;:ff the Count;t
sequence than their shoebuckles,”” whilst they were j mprison; reat 011
murdering their fellow citizens, and bathing in tears, ang plun 8 t.hEir kiy
and distress, thousands of worthy men and WOrthy families T}%ll-l in pOVEr[Y
not even been the base result of fear. It has been the effect of the'mr Critelry p,
fect safety, in authorizing treasons, robberies, rapes, ir

assassi ETSe of pe
: _ Sinatj 3
and burnings throughout their harassed land. But the — Slaughters‘
the beginning,

Cause of al] wag Plain frop,

resﬁsted .

t Teg
yl 0 preCiOUS eslsh
gal ang wilg brey,,

[A profligate disregard of a dignity which the
partake with others] ’

h i 3
Appiness of thejy fellows, would be to th
em no

discov
: ish S
DUty which t, and Mischievoyg ambition
4

€y part :
litle platoon o belzieg ‘?gth oth
; In so

sacrifice at all. Turbulent, discon-
puffed up with personal prideaid
One of the first symptoms thef
is a profligate disregard of 248

?rs. TO be attached to the subdivision, to love the
love to Oucrtlons. It is the first hiitx is the first principle (the germ as it were; soa

ementcis My ang ¢, mank;n;he series by which we proceed towaf9 y

ad mep, Woy] ?trust in the hand Dd. The interests of that portion of s :
* of all those who compose it; and as 1O

OWn pe Justify iy 5 :
fSona] 1N abys ¢if
ad"antage.la ® hone but traitors would barter it away * g

izens
Burke f Were
efers €ncoyr P
Lafaymﬁ' P '0 nobjeg wiho age§ 10 finance the R ) : hocbudde A
35 Abbgg Such afé)oine the revomt.t“v’olutlon by donating valuables, including S[hc gt &
$ Sidyes a onary cause, includi ke d’Orléans, ;
nd Ty » including the Duke

&yrand, who sanctioned the reforms of the church-
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[The real rights of men]

- therefOfe’ that with these ideas of every thingin their constitution
her in church of state, as illegitimate and usurped, or

{1 no W entat home eit ‘
they” look abroad with an eager and passionate enthusi-

notions, it is vain to talk to them of the
tal laws of their country, the fixed form
nfirmed by the solid test of long experience,
and national prosperity. They despise experience
Jettered men; and as for the rest, they have wrought under-
will blow up: at one grand explosion all examples of antiquity,
and acts of parliament.20 They have ‘the rights of men’.
no prescription; against these no agreement is binding:
g withheld from their

o temperament and no compromise: any thing With

iustice. Against these their rights of men let
Jength of its continuance, of in the justice
ese speculatists, if its forms do
¢ such an old and beneficent

surpation. They

he fundamen

0
cound ine that
rs, charters

and is SO ™
fullde” r security 11 the
. .n. The objections of th

no gOVCI' i
f its administratio
..o are as valid agains
svernment 2 olent tyranny; OF th'e greenest u :
are always at jssue with govemments, not on a qqestwn of abuse, but 2 quest%on
of competency al .1 of title. [ have nothing to say to the clumsy subtilty
of their political metaphysics. them be their amusement in the schools. — ‘Ma
e jactet in auld _ fEolus, et clauso yentorum carcere regnet.’* — But Jet them not break
prison to burst Jike a Levanter® tO sweep the earth with their hurricane and to
break up the fountains of the great deep O overwhelm us.
Far am [ from denying in theory; full as far is my heart from withholding in

practice (if I were of power to give of to hts of men. In deny-

withhold) the real 1ig
ing their false claims of right, I do not mean to injure those which are real, and are
hts would totally destroy: If civil

such as their pretended rig society be made for the
dvantages for which it is made become his righ

_adv?ntage of man, all the a t. Itis an
if:‘:;tztlénhof be_neficence; and law itself is only beneficence acting by 2 rule. Men

right to live by that rule; they have a right to justice; as between their fel-
:c function or in ordinary occupation.

low )

hav:»aw'he}:her their fellows are in polit They
rignt t : i e

ght to the fruits of their industry; and to the means of making their indus-
arents; to the nourish

tryfruitful. Th i
ey have a right to the acquisitions of theirp gt
[

——

1
English
® Burke 3;1;550"61’5 of the French Revolution
" s to )
g::tm of Religion (Lo?xl‘IiUde. to a controversial passage in Priestley’s The Impo
inﬂapowder, grain by — J. Johnson, 1785), in which Priest] 4 .
ffame, 59 49 1 pmdgram. under the old building of = assertfi"i e
u b Mé’_‘:f i e cxp]OSi ° (crr;);') and superstition, which a s
14012 p. 40).
that hall let Aeolus strut and rule in the prison of the winds’
s’

Astr,
ONg wind
fro
m the east, in the Mediterrane
an,

rtance and Extent of Free Engquiry in
Unitarian reformers Were ‘laying
ingle spark may hereafter
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and improvement of their offspring; to instruction in life, a
death. Whatever each man can separately do, without trespassing up othe. in
has a right to do for himself; and he has a right to a fair portio .

nofa]lwhjc . I‘s',he
with all its combinations of skill and force, can do in his favoyr2 Byt Ociey,

share of power, authority, and direction which each individual ought tq h:\f t.O the
management of the state, that I must deny to be amongst the direct originael fn th,
of man in civil society; for I have in my contemplation the civil socja] man Tight
other. It is a thing to be settled by convention. »And g,

If civil society be the offspring of convention, tha
convention must limit and modify all the descri
formed under it. Every sort of legislative, judicial, or CXECULory power = are
tures. They can have no being in any other state

. € its ¢y,
. of things; ang how cap an i
claim, under the conventions of civil society, rights which do not SO muc e

Sola;

nd to con ;
0

t convention mygt be itg law,
ptions of constitution vy 4 &

ations of men should frequently
ns brought into subjection. This
Ot, in the exercise of its function
itis its office to bridle and subdue. It

t g libertjes, are to be reckoned among
and n tof infinige Modifjcay; © festrictions vary with times and circu™
hing jg ¢ foolish 5 ationg, they cannoey be settled upon any abstrac

0 discysg them ypop that principle.

t?mselves,' and p

m
. S thej

h edj
i » Burke a9 /
Undreq - 8. He at hag addeq the followic . ¢ _ ohtS:
joint Stock. 35 to hg i ut ﬁv.e shillip, £8in the Wing: Ifl this partmership all men have equal ﬁsgﬂ‘rc
*adas PToportion, But he Partnership, hag a5 good a right to i, as he that h?
as ho ’

: t
2 right to ap equal dividend in the product ¢
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e moment you a]?atF any t.h?'ng frorn t?lc full rights of men, each to govern hi
f an d suffer any ar.t1ﬁc1a1 positive limitation upon those rights, from that mom:-.n ‘
4 whole organization of gov'ern.ment becomes a consideration of conven‘.cnz1 :
it is which makes the constitution of a state, and the due distribution of its me-
matter of the most delicate and complicated skill. It requires a deep knowlpedvc
o human pature and human necessities, and of the things which facilitate or obstn%ct
. arious € nds which arf:‘ to be pursued by the r.nechanism of civil institutions. The
(e S0 have recruits to its stre?gth, and remedies t? its distempers. What is the use
"¢ discussing & man’s abstract nght to food or medicine? The question is upon the
° etho 4 of procuring and administering them. In that deliberation 1 shall always
ise 10 € all in the aid of the farmer anf:l the physician, rather than the professor of
* etaphysics The science of constructing a cc?mmonwealt}l, or renovating it, or
eforming it, i, like every other experimental science, not to be taught 4 priori.**

ers, d

[But the age of chivalry is gone. — That of sophisters,
ceconomists, and calculators, has succeeded]

Yielding to reasons, at least as forcible as those which were so delicately urged in the
compliment on the new year, the king of France will probably endeavour to forget
these events, and that compliment.” But history, who keeps a durable record of all
our acts, and exercises her awful censure over the proceedings of all sorts of sover-
eigns, will not forget, either those events, or the ra of this liberal refinement in
the intercourse of mankind. History will record, that on the morning of the 6th
of October 1789, the king and queen of France, after a day of confusion, alarm, dis-
may, and slaughter, lay down, under the pledged security of public faith, to indulge
nature in a few hours of respite and troubled, melancholy repose. From this sleep the
queen was first startled by the voice of the centinel at her door, who cried out to
her, to save herself by flight — that this was the last proof of fidelity he could give -
that they were upon him, and he was dead. Instantly he was cut down. A band of
cruel ruffians and assassins, reeking with his blood, rushed into the chamber of the
g:rteaﬁ pierced with a hundred strokes of bayonets and poniards the bed, from
ways unkriz persecuted woman had but just time to fly almost naked, and throu'gh
and husbanc;ﬁiz to the murde.rers had escaped to seek refuge at the feet of a king
, not secure of his own life for a moment.*

\

u
In philosophi
- phical terms, “a prior’
nate to the ming ms, ‘a priori’ refers to a type of knowledge prior to or independent of experience, hence

BUIke has H
‘ Just describ
,forget the stormy periog ZC; how members of the Assembly addressed the king for the new year, requesting him to

ﬂl i)
- ¢ accuracy of Burke's de fast, OLEREEOMEE of the great good which he was likely to produce to his people’.
Nt debgge, ramatic account of events on 6 October 1789 was the focus of considerable subse-
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o re of him, and this queen, and their infant ,;
This king, to say no mo ide and hope of a great and generoyg 1. o0 (wh
uld have been the pri : People
once Wo tuary of the most splendid palace ; )
forced to abandon the sanc €1 the
thenhoh left swimming in blood, polluted by massacre, anq Streweq . . 142
' i
:V :; li:ng and mutilated carcasses. Thence they were conducted into etil Sc_at
oi" their kingdom. Two had been selected from the unprovoked, Unresig, dapltal
miscuous slaughter, which was made of the gentlemen of birth ang fanﬁly’ Pro.
composed the king’s body guard. These tvs-ro gentlemen, with 4] the par, . O‘tho
execution of justice, were cruelly and publicly dragged to the block ang beheadan
in the great court of the palace. Their heads were stuck upon Spears, anq leg t;d
procession; whilst the royal captives who followed in the train were slowly p, ove;
along, amidst the horrid yells, and shrilling screams, and frantic dances, and iy,
mous contumelies, and all the unutterable abominations of the furies of he] ir;
the abused shape of the vilest of women.? After they had been made tq taste, d;o
by drop, more than the bitterness of death, in the slow torture of a jour
y drop Journey of
twelve miles, protracted to six hours, they were, under a guard, composed of
p p thOsg
very soldiers who had thus conducted them through this famous triumph, lodgeq
in one of the old palaces of Paris, now converted into a Bastile for kings »
Is this a triumph to be consecrated at altars? To be com
ful thanksgiving? To be offered to the divine humanity
enthusiastick ejaculation? — Thege Theban and Thracian

\

with fervent prayer and
Orgies, acted in France,

™
Thousands of Poor wo
men gathereq
¢ king ang take the royal fal'le to Pary 3t Parls markers collected ar ms, and marched on Versailles to confro?
€ Tuileries
i I8 a reference 1o ancj
ent .
¢ Greek god of Wine, ACCordE,grit;ui’ celcbrat‘:d In varipyg Parts of the Greek world and related to Diony‘suf'
female followers, e Maenads, 1ore a ¢ mlyth Vividly stage i Euripides’ Play The Bacchae, at Thebes Dionysus*
killed ang dismembereq the le Part King Pentheus, wh had b A
Luke 2. 8-18,

A
gcnda,—l,.o H annedD'ony an worship, Thracean Maet!
Tpheus (Oﬁd. MctamOrphoses XI l-dl 7) . N
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HEPS 5o T:‘)e hanged on the lamp-posts’,*> might well have b
th a burst of enthumas'rn on the foreseen consequences of thi rought
for o so much enthusiasm some little deviation from pru dc:ncls IhapPY day.
cophet to break forth into hyrnns' of jo.y and thanksgiving on ane.cv :,111:): }fl}lﬁ
ears like the precursor of the M1llen.mum, and the projected fifth monarchy*
o the destruction of 2.111 churcb estabhsjhx‘nents. There was, however (as in };ll
puman Jffairs there is) 11 the midst of this joy something to exercise the patience
of these worthy gentlemen, and to try the .long-suffering of their faith. The actual
urder of the king and‘ queefl, and t’he1r child, was wanting to the other auspicious
drCUmStances of this beauhful day'_ The actual murder of the bishops, though
called for by so many holy ejacplat1ons, was also wanting. A groupe of regicide
Jid sacrilegious slaughter, was mdee‘:d boldly‘sketched, but it was only sketched.
1t unhappily Was left unfinished, in this great history-piece of the massacre of inno-
cents. What hardy pencil of a great master, from the school of the rights of men,
will finish it, is to be seen hereafter. The age has not yet the compleat benefit of
that diffusion of knowledge that has undermined superstition and error; and the
king of France wants another object of two, to consign to oblivion, in considera-
sion of all the good which is to arise from his own sufferings, and the patriotic

crimes of an enlightened age.”
Although this work of our new light and knowledge, did not go to the length,
be carried; yet I must think, that

that in all probability it was intended it should
such treatment of any human creatures must be shocking to any but those who
Jre made for accomplishing Revolutions. But I cannot stop here. Influenced by the

inborn feelings of my nature, and not being illuminated by a single ray of this new-
sprung modern light, I confess to you, Sir, that the exalted rank of the persons
suffering, and particularly the sex, the beauty, and the amiable qualities of the
descendant of so many kings and emperors, with the tender age of royal infants,
insensible only through infancy and innocence of the cruel outrages to which their
parents were exposed, instead of being a subject of exultation, adds not a little to

my sensibility on that most melancholy occasion.
I hear that the august person, who was the principal object of our preacher’s

triumph, though he supported himself, felt much on that shameful occasion. As a
E; :n'elt became him to feel for his wife and his children, and the faithful guards of
himpt(:s;;n’l ;hat were massacred in cold blood about him; as a prince, it became
and to b:mgr the_Stfange and frightful transformation of his civilized subjects,
from his fort iy gnevfad _fol" them, than sollicitous for himself. It derogates little

rtitude, while it adds infinitely to the honour of his humanity. I am very

—_———

n
{Tﬂus les Eve
quesal ‘ .
alanterne} Al the bishops to the lantern’, where revolutionary mobs hanged their ene-
ddressed to Apollo.

Mies. In ancien
1 t G <
N The Fifih Mo:::ci];ﬁcioetry, the lo Pzan was a shout in a song of joy or victory 2
2 . 2 i z .
i t}?amel 2: 44 predicted the 2 raf.hCal millenarian sect during the English Republic, whose members believed
urke adds here along foo?nnr?ment end of earthly monarchy and the rule of Christ as ‘Fifth Monarch’.
ote, containing a letter from M. de Lally Tollendal, a former moderate member

of [he Nar:
ational As
semb) i .
ly, again, as eyewitness evidence of Parisian violence
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very sorry indeed, that such personages are in a gjp,

to say it : : St
_SofryOt unﬁec’oming to praise the virtues of the great. in Wy
i ejoice to hear, that the great lady,” the other object of

{hea ane.Lx one is interested that beings made for suffe; the Uiy,
has borne that day ( fine d hat sh N shoyq Ph,
! well) and that she bears all the succeeding a¥ss thaksne bea'rs the j Prisg SUffy
of her husband, and her own captivity, and tbe exile of her friends, and ¢ e?mﬁnt
ing adulation of addresses, and th(? whole weight of her accumulateq WfOngsnsu.lt'
a serene patience, in a manner suited to her' rank and race, and becoming t}iwnh
spring of 2 sovereign distinguished fo'r her plc?ty jand her courage; that, likg hee off.
has lofty sentiments; that she feels with the dignity of a Roman matron; thy, T, she
Jast extremity she will save herself from the last disgrace, and that if she - In the
she will fall by no ignoble hand. ust fy,
It is now sixteen or seventeen years since I saw the queen of France, the
phiness, at Versailles; and surely never lighted on this orb, which she hardly see
to touch, a more delightful vision. I saw her just above the horizon, decoratip I;lec:l
cheering the elevated sphere she just began to move in, - glittering like the moﬁﬁ;l
star, full of life, and splendour, and joy. Oh! what a revolution! and what an hea;;
must I have, to contemplate without emotion that elevation and that fall! Little did
I dream that, when she added titles of veneration to those of enthusiastic, distay
respectful love, that she should ever be obliged to carry the sharp antidote aga'mgf,[
disgrace concealed in that bosom; little did I dream that I should have lived tq see
such disasters fallen upon her in a nation of gallant men, in a nation of men of hop.
our and of cavaliers. I thought ten thousand swords must have leaped from their
scabbards to avenge even a look that threatened her with insult. — But the age of
chivalry is gone. - That of sophisters, ceconomists, and calculators, has succeeded;
and the glory of Europe is extinguished forever. Never, never more, shall we behold
that generous loyalty to rank and sex, that proud submission, that dignified obe
dience, that subordination of the heart, which kept alive, even in servitude itsell
the spirit of an exalted freedom. The unbought grace of life, the cheap defence of
natic.ms, the nurse of manly sentiment and heroic enterprize is gone! It is gone, that
_Sensfbility of principle, that chastity of honour, which felt a stain like a wound, which
inspired courage whilst it mitigated ferocity, which ennobled whatever it rouched
and uI.lder'WhiCh vice itself lost half its evil, by losing all its grossness. -
T,hls mixed system of opinion and sentiment had its origin in the antient Chl;
huré:r?jfg;l’:‘;d?le’ though varied in its appearance by t}%e Val?ti:;:tt;ns,
even to the tir,n;l Slsifif’-‘d E.md gﬂuenced through a long success.‘.lon 0 }%e Jogs 15
will be great 11 i?:h' ve in. If it shquld ever be totally extinguished, to o st ’
Wwhich has distineyi N Wl.nch has given its character to modern E‘;r di tinguished
it to its advan guished it under all its forms of government, an e whid?
age, from the states of Asia, and possibly from those St2

|
%
¢ |
‘;

Dthe day.

a

M
: : Empres
¢, Marie Antoinette (1755-93), daughter of Emperor Francis 1 and

eresa. Burke haq
een heras the Dauphiness on his visit to Paris in 1773.
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he antiqu (Id. It was this, which,

. and handed it down
is opinion which mitigated kings
with kings. Without force,

datloﬂ s te m F . .

o he & " it priva gl ide and power; It obliged sovereigns to

a fiercen - mpeﬂed stern authority to submit to
! )

of soci sisher of laws, tO be subdued by manners.
illusions, which made power gen-
different shades of life, and
Jitics the sentiments which

P ation,‘mc e to be dissolved by this new conquering
a bl e societs % e i< 1o be rudely torn off.
decent drapery of life is to be T ely 1

Which', ¥ 4 soften p e : orn
" the wardrobe of a moral imagination,
as necessary to cover the

standing ratifies, .
nd to raise it tO dignity in our own estima-

absurd, and antiquated fashion.

but a man; a queen is but a womar; 2 woman

highest order. All homage paid to the sex

is to be regarded as romance and

Jrricide, 2 put fictions of superstit:ion, cor-

destroying it simplicity- The murder of 2 king, or 2

are only common homicide; and if the people are

iners by it, a soTt of homicide much the most par-
which we ought not t0 make too severe a scrutiny.

On the scheme of this barbarous philosophy; which is the offspring of cold hearts
and muddy understandings, and which is as void of solid wisdom, as it is destitute of
Jltaste and elegance, laws are Lo be supported only by their own terrors, and by the
oncern, which each individual may find in them, from his own private speculations,
orcan spare to them from his own private interests. In the groves of their academy,
atthe end of every visto,* you see nothing but the gallows. Nothing is left which
engages the affections on the part of the commonwealth. On the pﬂnciples of this
our institutions can never be embodied, if I may usc the

on, admiration, Of attach-
able of filling

some-

soft € sagtion g

o the o domma ld Al i Pleasmg
and& change®” .-ed the
G sty which harmoniZe

jperab . of orated into PO

0 ok
jon, ar¢ aking1s
[1 'SSCh me O . 1c h
al not of the
‘stinct VIEWS;

nd sacrilege, ar¢

dence by
, or a father,

emechanic philosophy;,
mXE;:S Sﬁi?tﬁafzgsin; Srzazs o Cr?ate in u-s love, venerati
et plce, These i gn Whlch banishes the affections is incap
‘g‘:::s # Supplements, Sor:e ;I‘;:fsns, combiged with manners, are required
Equ:ﬂ;)z nj wise man, as well as :Sg‘;:;‘est_l;e&falways as aids to 'law The precegt
‘? ”SYStEe Zi t;)fstates. Non satis est Pulchrar:ss(;’ ;:nﬂze f{o?:itmcmoi of poeiits ¥
P05ed to yeliepy ;{1 4nners in every nation Whifh ; ail zf e 'There e
10 make us love our count a well-informed mind would be
ry, our country ought to be lovely.

L]

n "jeW[hr
HoraCe.A Ough 3 lOng and ng

Oetica 99_10. « TTOW opening,

I[ iS not en
ough ft
gh for poems to be beautiful; they must also be pleasing.”
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ILe. RE &
purke,

; ive the shock in whi
& ind or other, will surv! 0 Which o |
of some kin d other and worse means forits SUpport Th Ry g} ot
yowceh S 'l]i fin g . s : ns, has d(‘.S . e s \. .
Blilctniﬂp sh; and ltt: subvert antient mstlLutl‘ZhiCh 45 Etlroye.d ANtjer, pl:;pa- \ ©
ioNs . i ) " & ) ; : .
fon which 1 Ordmr by arts similar 0 thios hizh by freeing ki;lmr'e&d 't Whep & | "T\
t10 we - , W , S t } 4
ples, will h Id P(;:ivalrous spirit of Fealt;’uﬂons e A shaﬁ; beom _fear, fr:\e | ‘-<
old fcudal and c biects from the prec a1 fy it ated b extll‘lc in L B ¢
th kiﬂgs and subJ nd assaSSinatlonS W ) P y ‘prev@nt-we thQ { {)1
bo s of men, plots anc and that long roll of grim and bloody Maxim, Urde, | a
n 101, 2 . A : 3
mld preventive conﬁzcat ¢ all power, Ot standing on its own hongy, and thWthh ' q
an i eo % . {
form the pohtlcal co obey it. Kings will be tyrants from policy When ¢ p. O |
ur of those who are t€ ub
0

inciple- . .
are rebels from Pﬁpinfons and rules of life are taken away, the loss cap, n 5
ient 0
When antienl

hat moment we have no compass to govern Us; neyp
be estimated. From tha ort we steer. Europe undoubtedly, takep inam A0 wy
know distinctly to w'h'at Pthe Jepan which your Revolution was COmpleata S, Wag
in a flourishing condition gtaée 8 GG 10 thel Spitit of ot o1 ' ed, Hoy,
much of .that ProSP:;OSL;;, but as such causes cannot be indifferent ir,
o.pinions is n(zt ii?l;m ;. th,at on the whole, their operation was benefi
no{; “;"'rén;jt fo 0 apt to consider things in the state in which we fip,
out s(:lfﬁcientl}’ adverting to the canses by WhiCh_ they have been Produceq, and
possibly may be upheld. Nothing is mor§ certain, than that oyr Mannerg
civilization, and all the good things which are connected with
with civilization, have, in this European world of ours, depended
two principles; and were indeed the result of both combined; I me
a gentleman, and the spirit of religion. The nobility and the clergy, the one by
profession, the other by patronage, kept learning in existence, even in the midst of
arms and confusions, and whilst governments were rather in their causes thay
formed. Learning paid back what it received to nobilj

their
cial,

d thems Wlth.

Opera.

) Our
manners, gy

fO]'_' ages uPOn
an the Spirit of

ing d tI‘Od {1
Swinish multitye 3 den down under the hoofs o
If as I suspec
’ t, modern lette
0 ancient mappe, IS OWe more than they are always willing to own

ning flourisheq, They too may decay with theit
" The Conclugdiy,
ing e
Swinigh Multity g, & phrase

Was iropy:
(17935, an;s lror.u“d by radicals: see
D Isaac Baton’s Hog

the
Thomas Spence’s periodical Pig’s Meat; or; Lessons 7
s Wash, o, A Salmagundy for Swine (1793-5).
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40 Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France

themselves to the moral constitution of the heart, would not da}'e t0 prodyce iy
a triumph as a matter of exultation. There, where men f(-;iHOW tl’iflr natura jp,
they would not bear the odious maxims of a MaChla"e anTI‘I)qo €y, wheth
to the attainment of monarchical or democ1jat1c tyranny. They would
on the modern, as they once did on the an.tlent stagc?, v&}rilere they cou
even the hypothetical proposition of such mckédngsilln th e m.outh c.>f a .
tyrant, though suitable to the character he s.ustame . No theatric auchenFe in Athey,
would bear what has been borne, in the ml.dst of the real Fragedy of this triumph,
day; a principal actor weighing, as it were, in scales hung in a shop of horrorg, _ S
much actual crime, against so much contingent advanFage, — and after Putting j,
and out weights, declaring that the balance was on the side of theT advantages' They
would not bear to see the crimes of new democracy poste.d as in a ledger againg
the crimes of old despotism, and the book-keepers of politics finding democr,
still in debt, but by no means unable or unwilling to pay the balance. In the theatre,
the first intuitive glance, without any elaborate process of reasoning, would shey,
that this method of political computation, would justify every exte
They would see, that on these principles, even where the Very worst
perpetrated, it was owing rather to the fortune of the conspirators than to thej;
parsimony in the expenditure of treachery and blood. They would soon see, that
criminal means once tolerated are soon preferred. They present a shorter cut to the
object than through the highway of the moral virtues. Justifying pe
der for public benefit, public benefit would soon become the pretext, and perfidy
and murder the end; until rapacity, malice, revenge, and fear more dreadful than
revenge, could satiate their insatiable appetites. Such must be the consequences of

losing, in the splendour of these triumphs of the rights of men, all natural sense of
wrong and right.

SEs'
®T applieq
€Ject thep,
id nhot bEar
personated

nt of crime,
acts were not

rfidy and mur-

[We have not...lost the generosity and dignity

of thinking of the fourteenth century]

Talmost venture to affirm, ¢
‘triumph’ of the Revolutio
children, were to fall into g
of all hostilities (I depreca

Ee trg at‘ed with another sort of triumphal entry into London. We formejbyt
2d 2 king of France in that Situation; you have read how he was treated

. . i . i an i
;mm];lm the field; and ; What manner he was afterwards received in Elz}glangd
our hundred years haye gone over us; but I believe we are not materially (ol

since i oills
that Period. Thanks to our sullen resistance to innovation, thanks®

hatnotonein a hundred amongst us participates m}::;
n Society. If the king and queen of France, .and t'ous
ur hands by the chance of war, in the most ammoﬂ;
te such an event, | deprecate such hostility) they;" have

he

n

4]
¥ ;
John 11 (1319 64) was Captured at Poitiers i 1356 and held i England with royal privﬂeges.
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Burke, Reflections 0
r the present at least, they all threaten

otecting principles: with you. o

sttt p ogether where trade and manufactures are wanting to a people,

r nd religion remains, sentiment supplies, and not
nd the arts should be lost in an

y dlsapp:;rit of nobility 2
: supplies their place
¢ to try how well stat

thing mus

put if commerce a
e may stand without these old fundamental

t be a nation of gross, stupid, ferocious, and

imeé
EXPCr ] What sort Of a : ' e
sime, POOr and sordid barbarians, destitute of religion, honour, or
ime, : '
: ossessing nothing at present, and hoping for nothing hereafter.
ing fast, and by the shortest cut, to that horrible and

here appears 2 poverty of conception, a cOarseness
f the assembly and of all their instructors.

[ wish YO
jtuation Already t
mptuous ignorance. 'Their human-

in all the proceedings o)
¢ liberal. Their science is presu

[The real tragedy of this ¢riumphal day]

d those of his lay flock,
For this plain reason —
so made as to be affected at such

ly sentiments upon the unstable condition of mortal
uncertainty of human greatness; because in those
: lessons; because in events like these our passions
instruct our reason; because when kings are hurl’d from their thrones by the
4. and become the objects of insult to the

Supreme Director of this great drama,
as we should

base :
,and of pity to the good, we behold such disasters in the moral,
e alarmed into reflexion; our

Efil;zlsd(iﬁltf;f: 112 rI:he Physical order of things. We ar
wesk unthinking pn% :linSC}el becla)n observed) are purified by terror and pity;” our
dom. - Some teats rmioh umbled, under the dispensations of a mysterious wis-
the stage. I should beli tlbe drawn from me, if such a spectacle were exhibited on
:rrlfe of painted diStres;l B;V;S:ilamed of finding in myself that superficial, theatric
‘hinlicihr::j’ I could never v:s: ;‘CHII;OEI;dS Exult over it in real life. With such a per-
g We: tiat Garrick formerly, or th ;V; ‘ Cr{lzly face at a tragedy. People would
Indeed thy, }tl € tears of hypocn's;f- et Cl1 ons not long since,* have extorted
leclingg o eatre is a better sch ’I ould know them to be the tears of folly
€€ not yer : i‘;manity are thus ozfraof ;nol‘al sentiments than churches, where
Hated in the school o?iﬁepr(i);flsgs‘zl;orril:: e:zdd::é: i;h a: aucii-
, ust apply

rend Dr. Price, an

differently from the Reve
f his discourse? —

dopt the sentiments O
ould:; because we are

Whydo [ feel so
who will choose to &
because it is natural I sh
spectacles with melancho
prosperity, and the tremendous
natural feelings we learn great

Davign, 0 ugh
d Garyy 5 14522 ang 1458 €ar and pity”: Fatfal e
Aristotle’s celebrated definition of the workings of

(17175
~79) and §
arah Sidd,
o
1 (1755-1831): the most famo
us actors of the time
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— of our nat.ional character, we still bear the stamp of our forefathers
slugg’i ot (as [ conceive) lost the gcn’c'rosit}' and dignity of thinking of the fl']UF:
we h; ntury: 10T as yet have we sulut1!1zed ourselves into savages. We are not the
reent - of Rousseau; we are not the disciples of Voltaire; Helvetius has made no

st us.? Atheists are not our preachers; madmen are not our law-
progfe Know that we have made no discoveries; and we think that no discoveries
givers: " de, in morality; nor many in the great principles of government, nor
are 10° of liberty, which were understood long before we were born, alto-
in the ! as 1 as they will be after the grave has heaped its mould upon our pre-
ggtherlas Wid the silent tomb shall have imposed its law on our pert loquacity. In
qmptio™ Zhave not yet been completely embowelled of our natural entrails; we
within US: and we cherish and cultivate, those inbred sentiments which are
 hful guardianS, the active moOnitors of our duty, the true s.uPporters of all
manly morals. We have not been drawn and trussed, in order that we
filled, like stuffed birdsin a museum, with chaff and rags and paltry, blurred
t the rights of man. We preserve the whole of our feelings still
entire, unsophisticated by pedantry and infidelity. We have real hearts
blood beating in Our bosoms. We fear God: we look up with awe to
o with affection to parliaments; with duty to magistrates; with reverence to
kn‘lgs, . and with respect o nobility.** Why? Because when such ideas are brought
biﬁjs::’our minds, it is natural to be so affected; beca.u-se all other. feelings are false
and spurious; and tend to corrupt our minds, to vitiate our primary morals, to
render us unfit for rational liberty; and, by teaching us a servile, licentious, and
Jbandoned insolence, to be our low sport for a few holidays, to make us perfectly
fit for, and justly deserving of slavery, through the whole course of our lives.

You see, Sir, that in this enlightened age lam bold enough to confess, that we are
generally men of untaught feelings; that, instead of casting away all our old preju-
dices, we cherish them to a VEIy considerable degree, and to take more shame tO
ourselves, we cherish them because they are prejudices; and the longer they have
lasted, and the more generally they have prevailed, the more we cherish them. We
are afraid to put men to live and trade each on his own private stock of reason;

because we suspect that this stock in each man is small, and that the individuals

Burke, Reflections on the Revelution in France
. 41

4 s

Coml\r/laijto(rl 5:21;0;21;;}2::16 c1111tf:luenc<:s on the I?reedl Revolution: Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-78), whose Social
Discourse on Inequality (1754 ;Prendl COnsffltuuon and especiaﬂy 5% JaCObins’ o pﬂmim{
Arouet (1694-1778), phil ) Buherluiehil the comment on ‘savages'; Voltaire, pen name of SR
Cande , philosopher, satirist, supporter of civil liberties, and deist critic of the Catholic church;

Adrien Helvéti
nderstandings ag v:;?:s (1-;15'_71): whose On the Mind (1758) expounded the natural equality of e
T s utilitarian and atheist tenets.

though
Spiit g
thejr
ened
of

¢ English 4 ; ;

tto beadisszzu;:z:;e’ mlsrepresenFed in a Letter published in one of the papers, by a gentleman

Fthe people in this olace ;r- = \:h'en writing to Dr. Price, of the spirit which prevails at Paris, he says, “The

am;] els; heter they ) o ;st a ehshed all the proud distinctions which the king and nobles had usurped in
1d liberg] amongst the English, If-’ king, the noble, or the priest, their whole language is that of the most enlight-

Men in ; f this gentl
ngland, It may be true, It is nogt geneerrna?ll; I;:)e;ns o coniine Beeme enﬁghtmd v
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44 Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France

some system of piety. They were possessed with a Spirit of IO
most fanatical degree; and from thence, by an easy pro
persecution according to their means.”® What was not 7
great end by any direct or immediate act, might be wrq
through the medium of opinion. To command that op
establish a dominion over those who direct it. They co

selves, with great method and perseverance, of all the avenues to E?Ssess hep,
Many of them indeed stood high in the ranks of literatyre atid S:_Far fame‘

el}’tis
. lni
gress, With the 0 th,

O be done to
ught by 41
iniOn, the
Ntrived tq

Pirj;

ardg
Ongey - N

' Pr
firgt Ste

of
Eir

» more from com-

t : :
Quake of p, obe “ccomplisheg by the thunderbolt of despotisim

cabal, ang the late king of P 11ln'lOtiOn. The correspondence between ¥
a, wi

throw no smal light upon the spirit of 311
* {This (do

e firs s j o
e manuscﬁ;?t;nce o e nexg Paragraph) and some other parts here and [herei;:rke
noo - » DY my logt son.} Added in 1803 edition; the son is Rich

for 11 iy Prisoneq fis .
0 s T the .. ”
SCapedby by: 1717 ang i’nPriSOnI:a;egr;i:s-m Of his Lettey on the Blind (1749). Voltaire was sent t0 d;c::i: Y
. aris, g In 1725, In th g ; 1733), i
10g Emjie and Ty, glv?““s hadtg ; e furore over hjs Philosophical Letters ( s

i 55€?
ocigl ¢ Tactions of hig On Mind (1758), and a number of RO
Ontract, wepe cond !

¢mned by French and Genevan authorities.
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olution iy France
. isible world, according to a fixed com
n

Pact sanctig
i A ned b
anci holds all physical and all moral natures, each in th )

- ¥ th‘e inviolahle oath
e the will of those, who bvias Obligationr ?;)PP.Omted Place. This
isn rior, ArC bound to submit their will to that law n1 e th-cm' and infin.
 that un jversal kingc‘:lom ar.c not morally at libcrtv);- atlii?f&flpﬂ Corpora.
- cculations of'a connng_;cnt 1mprovcm_cnt. wholly to Separate ar::’:iz and on
pe bands of their subordinate community, and to dissojve j; into an e
dert nconneded chaos of elementary principles. It is the first and .
- only; 2 necessity that is not 'chosen but chooses, a necessity para:ig:cme
. that admits no discussion, and demands no evidence, which arln N
 qify 2 resort to anarchy. This necessity is no exception to the r e
can just i itself is a part too of that moral and physical dis

i ition of thj
s pecesst : _ PEL ings to
thllls- IL man must be obedient by consent or force; but if that which is only submjs-
whic

. necessity should be made the object of choice, the law is broken, nature is
s1.on to od, and the rebellious are outlawed, cast forth, and exiled, from this world
dlsob?;n ,an d order, and peace, and virtue, and fruitful penitence, into the antagon-
f’i I;iﬂ d ,of madness, discord, vice, confusion, and unavailing sorrow,

is

43

ule; because

[The political Men of Letters)

Along with the monied interest, a new description of men had grown up, with
whom that interest soon formed a close and marked union; I mean the political
Men of Letters. Men of Letters, fond of distinguishing themselves, are rarely
verse to innovation. Since the decline of the life and greatness of Lewis the
XIVth,* they were not so much cultivated either by him, or by the regent,” or the
successors to the crown; nor were they engaged to the court by favours and emol-
uments so systematically as during the splendid period of that ostentatious and
not impolitic reign. What they lost in the old court protection they endeavoured
to make up by joining in a sort of incorporation of their own; to which the two
academies of France, and afterwards the vast undertaking of the Encyclopzdia,®
cartied on by a society of these gentlemen, did not a little contribute.

fO;fl}lle literary cabal had some years ago formed something like a regular plan
d e destruction of the Christian religion. This object they pursued with a

tgree : .
bice of zeal which hitherto had been discovered only in the propagators of
v Kﬂ?gLOUISXIV Of Fra_nce(

! ;Pffe 1, Duke 0
Oom the A g

L cadém : s o

‘Demes,the Académie des sle- Francaise, the Académie des Beaux-Arts, the Académies des Inscriptions et Belles-

L .

M2 reqq

i (179 ;:nces., and the Académie Royale de Musique.
1, With g pa g )» edited by Denis Diderot and Jean d’Alembert, focused on the achievements of
Aradical and g :

$rssean, and Voltair;pﬁcal emphasis. It featured articles by major Enlightenment figures, includ-

reigned 1643-1715),

ans (1674-1723, regent 1715-23).

"8 Didergy
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42 Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in Frqy &

would do better to avail themselves of the general bank ang Capita] o

of ages. Many of our men of speculation, insFead of exploding gene, natigns
employ their sagacity to discover the latcjnt wmdom W'hlch Prevails i, th Prejy, Ciiind
find what they seek, and they seldom fail, they think it more i, s Coefn.. I thﬁs,
prejudice, with the reason involved, than to cast away th.e €0at of pre;, d?tlnue t}?
leave nothing but the naked reason; because PI'-‘CJUdICP? Wlth. Its reasop, has.C : andtz
to give action to that reason, and an affection V.VblCh “_’111 give it Pern, fhotive
Prejudice is of ready application in t.he emergency; it previously engage t}?nente,
in a steady course of wisdom and virtue, and does not leave the Man heg, Mipg
the moment of decision, sceptical, puzzled and unresolved. Prejyg;c,, reatmgirl
man’s virtue his habit; and not a series of unconnected acts, Through J'usltld“-rsa

dice, his duty becomes a part of his nature. e,

[Society is indeed a contract]

To avoid therefore the evils of inconstancy and versatility,* ten thousang timeg
worse than those of obstinacy and the blindest prejudice, we have consecrated t,
state, that no man should approach to look into its defects or corruptions byt With
due caution; that he should never dream of beginning its reformation by its sub.
version; that he should approach to the faults of the state as to the wounds of 3
father, with pious awe and trembling sollicitude. By this wise prejudice we
taught to look with horror on those children of their country who are prompt
rashly to hack that aged parent in pieces, and put him into the kettle of magicians
in hopes that by their poisonous weeds, and wild incantations, they may regener
ate the paternal constitution and renovate their father’s life.

Society is indeed a contract. Subordinate contracts for objects of mere occz
sional interest may be dissolved at pleasure — but the state ought not to be consi¢-
ered as nothing better than a partnership agreement in a trade of pepper and
coffee, callico or tobacco, or some other such low concern, to be taken up for2
little temporary interest, and to be dissolved by the fancy of the parties. Itis t0 b'e
looked on with other reverence; because it is not a partnership in things subselTVl'
ent only to the gross animal existence of a temporary and perishable nature. 1t52
partnership in all science; a partnership in all art; a partnership in every virtue, 3"
in all Pf-ffecti'on. As the ends of such a partnership cannot be obtained in mzﬂ{
ot e Fcrbip ool becwen thosewho s 15
Each contrans ot eaChre ‘?nffi those W.*ho are dead, a‘nd those who .are to 1 * il
of eteron] o : Par icular state ?s but a clause in the great an‘aeva jsible

ety, linking the lower with the higher natures, connecting the Y

g

‘: Changeable or fickle conduct.
See Paine, Rights of Man, Part I; p. 71 below,
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ceedings” For the same purpose for which they intrigued with princes

eir f;;ivat ed, in 2 distinguished manner, the monied inter \
they

. est of France; and
i ough the means furnished by those whose peculiar offices gave them the
artly ensive and certain means of communication, they carefully occupied all
ost €X

onues to opinion. : : g

e aV. . speciauY when they act in a body, and with one direction, have great
Writers, the public mind; the alliance therefore of these writers with the mon-
influence Onhad no small effect in removing the popular odium and envy which
ied mteres}: ¢ species of wealth. These writers, like the propagators of all novelties,
qtended tha ai_{ reat zeal for the poor, and the lower orders, whilst in their satires
retended tOd hateful, by every exaggeration, the faults of courts, of nobility, and
they rcndzr;d. They became a sort of demagogues. They served as a link to unite,

iesth
of fPrn‘-‘s * of one object, obnoxious wealth to restless and desperate poverty.
in favou

[We do not draw the moral lessons we might from history]

Nobility is a graceful ornament to the civil order. It is the Corin.thian capi.tal53 of
polished society. Omnes boni nc?bilitati semper favemus, was the saying of.a wise anfi
good man.* It is indeed one sign of a liberal and benevollent m%nd. to 1r‘1c11r.1e to it
with some sort of partial propensity. He feels no ennobling principle in his own
heart who wishes to level all the artificial institutions which have been adopted for
giving a body to opinion, and permanence to fugitive esteem. It is a sour, malig-
nant, envious disposition, without taste for the reality or for any image or repre-
sentation of virtue, that sees with joy the unmerited fall of what had long flourished
insplendour and in honour. I do not like to see anything destroyed; any void pro-
duced in society; any ruin on the face of the land. It was therefore with no disap-
pointment or dissatisfaction, that my inquiries and observation did not present to
me any incorrigible vices in the noblesse of France, or any abuse which could not

be removed by a reform very short of abolition. Your noblesse did not deserve
Pu;nshment; but to degrade is to punish.
t was wi ) . '
iy yozs chllth the same satisfaction I found that the result of my enquiry concern-
T clergy was n issitmi . :
bodies of gy ot dissimilar. It is no soothing news to my ears, that great

men are i ; ; =
When the ar¢ Incurably corrupt. It is not with much credulity I listen to any,

Y speak evi .
that vices ape feignizﬂoii;gose whom they are going to plunder. I rather suspect

enemy ggerated, when profit is looked for in their punishment.
Y15 a bad Witne

, $s: a robber is a worse. Vices and abuses there were
Pred ¢
g, erick 1

a
5 COI‘[‘E Sp0n
Corini..

1712-86), ki

J of i ‘

entof and 5 iostft’;u \SJST (.1 740-86). ‘Frederick the Great” advocated ‘enlightened despotism’ and
form of pill in: o of the Oltaire, d’Alembert, and La Mettrie.

€€ major R .
Jor orders of dlassical architecture. Corinthian capitals are the most elaborate
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undoubtedly in that order, and fust be. It. was an old
quently revised. But I saw no crimes in the 1nd1v1dual§ t
their substance, nor those cruel insults and degradati
secution which have been substituted in the place of

If there had been any just cause for this new religi
libellers, who act as trumpeters to animate the popula
body so much as not to dwell with complacence on ¢
This they have not done. They find themselves oblig
former ages (which they have ransacked with a malj
every instance of oppression and persecution whic

establishrne
hat merijteq

; |
Config,.,,.
ons, and that un ion

meliorating re
ous persecution,
C€ to plunder, do ngg 1a

he vices of the CXisting | -
ed to rake into the histon':r :
gnant and profligate indyg )sf0 f
h has been made by f, :
s, because very illogj

ra] g
lation, 5

wing
) : reviv
Eafis of keeplng alive, or for the

civil fury, History COHSIStS’avaﬂCe'
world by pride’ ambitlon,
€d Yearg W

/’/B
a
ase Involyveq Ed « (1337—14

) 4 claims
ward yp ; ?* 2 series of conflicts caused by Enghs? . -
invasiop, of France; the later phases were continu€

ate, and Supply;
) ¥ing the
mmogmes, and addingg fue] tr:;]

" )
Miserjeg broughy upon the

Scanned with CamScanner



Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France 47
f/

evengt Just, sedition, hypocrisy, ungoverned zeal, and all the train of disorderly
rppctites which shake the public with the same ¥
a

__ troublous storms that toss

private State: and render life unsweet.*®

The

. .»q are the causes of those storms. Religion, morals, laws, prerogatives, priv-
ies, rights of men, are the pretexts. The pretexts are always found in some
f a real good. You would not secure men from tyranny and
¢ of the mind the principles to which these fraudulent pre-
t out everything that is valuable in the human
he ordinary actors and instruments in great
senates, parliaments, national assemblies,

d captains. You would not cure the evil by resolving, that there should be
narchs, nor ministers of state, nor of the gospel; no interpreters of law;
no general officers; no public councils. You might change the names. The things in
some shape must remain. A certain quantum of power must always exist in the com-

munity, in some hands, and under some appellation. Wise men will apply their rem-
odies to vices, not to 1 hich are permanent, not to the

ames: to the causes of evil W
occasional organs by w ry modes in which they appear.

hich they act, and the transito
Otherwise you will be wise historically; a fool in practice. Seldom have two ages the
same fashion in their pretexts an

d the same modes of mischief, Wickedness is a little
more inventive. Whilst you are discussing fashion, the fashion is gone by. The very
<ame vice assumes a new body. The spirit

transmigrates; and, far from losing its
principle of life by the change of its appearance, it is renovated in its new organs
with the fresh vigour of a juvenile activity. It walks abroad; it continues its ravages;
whilst you are gibbeting the carcass, or demolishing the tomb. You are terrifying
yourselves with ghosts and apparitions, whil

st your house is the haunt of robbers. It
is thus with all those, who, attending on

ly to the shell and husk of history, think they
are waging war with intolerance, pride, and cruelty, whilst, und

) : er colour of abhor-
tng the.ﬂl principles of antiquated parties, they are authorizing and feeding the
same odious vices in different factions, and perhaps in worse.

cedition, bY rooting oul
rexts apply? If you did, you would roo

preast. AS these are the pretexts, so L
ublic evils are kings, priests, magistrates,

judges, an
no more mo

By hating vi i
[By hating vices too much, they come to love men too little]

To proceed in thi

i lcpeneig;lz t“hrlii;nanner, tha.t is,' to proceed with a presiding principle, and a pro-

think the marks of abmfdthe criterion of profound wisdom. What your politicians

By their violent has o hard?, genius, are only proofs of a deplorable want of ability.
te, and their defiance of the process of nature, they are delivered

T—
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blindly to every projector and adventurer, to every alch).rmi-st and ¢ .
%/ler derslpa}irr of turning to account anything that is common. Diet i nothing;, !
ysfgm of remedy. The worst of it is, that this their de
s ;

spair of Curing COmmgy, i
5.

ers by regular methods, arises not only from defect o COmprehensiOH’ by
;?:;I; from some malignity of disposition. Your legislators Seem to haye takep thei;

opinions of all professions, ranks, and offices, from the declamationg and b

u 001’1&;.
ies of satirists; who would themselves be astonished if they were held

to the
their own descriptions. By listening only to these, your leaders regard al] h;

itic s

Ctter of

pull every thing in p
whole of thejr quadrimanoysss

ers, brought forth purely as 3
and excite Surprise, are taken

ieces. At this malicious ga
activity. As to the rest, the parado

Sport of fancy, to try their talens, to rouze attention,

; that i’
er, though in another Way’ﬁtons giving
. . : jtuations:

, In characters, and in extraordinary situ

enoted unscientific and superstitious quackery.
SIng four hands; Jjje a0 ape or monkey, ittt
* Inpr Mureng, XXix—xxxi ¢ Epistles pﬂfﬂ aof!
‘ That s, they woulq COpPy ‘Cato in being barefooted’, an allusion to Horace’s chn ct:tzd,an dow? i
.What? Suppose a man imitates Catg j his rough ang stern-faced manner, in bemgb?re ° bro"?
Ing the weaver of 14 SCAnty toga: would he feproduce Cato’s virtues and character? e
David Hyme (1711-7¢), Scottish philpsg

in Parl
eau I
Pher and historian, In 1766 he met Rouss

him to England for refuge, b ship became strained and ended in acrimony.

ut thejr relation
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and unlooked-for strokes in politics and morals. I believe, that were
and in one of his lucid intervals, he would be shocked at the practical

au a-]ive) ] ] " )
who in their paradoxes are servile imitators; and even in

f his scholars,
ity discover an implicit faith.

d establishments ... are the results of various

[0l
necessities and expediencies]

s are tried by their effects. If the people are happy, united,

rful, we presume the rest. We conclude that to be good from
1d establishments various correctives have been found
re the results of various necessities

ol establishment

wealthy, and powe
whence good is derived. Ino

for their aberrations from theory. Indeed they a
and expediencies. They are not often constructed after any theory; theories are

rather drawn from them. In them we often see the end best obtained, where the
means seem not perfectly reconcileable to what we may fancy was the original
«cheme. The means taught by experience may be better suited to political ends
than those contrived in the original project. They again re-act upon the primitive
constitution, and sometimes improve the design itself from which they seem to
have departed. I think all this might be curiously exemplified in the British consti-
rution. At worst, the errors and deviations of every kind in reckoning are found
and computed, and the ship proceeds in her course. This is the case of old estab-
lishments; but in a new and merely theoretic system, it is expected that every con-
trivance shall appear, on the face of it, to answer its end; especially where the
projectors are no way embarrassed with an endeavour to accommodate the new
building to an old one, either in the walls or on the foundations.

[Some popular general...shall draw the eyes
of all men upon himself]

Itis besig ,

itwasin Pfszzsl:foiogffereg’ whether an assembly like yours, even supposing that

is fit fo bromoting t notb er'sort of organ through which its orders were to pass,

ArMies haye hitherti 'el obedience and discipline of an army. It is known, that

32, or popular - Jie ded a very precarious and uncertain obedience to any sen-

t haye ol 3 ority; and they will least of all yield it to an assembly which is
ontinuance of two years.” The officers must totally lose the

62

The N,

: tiona]
tiop and Assemb}y C
»40d wag Supers onvened from June 1789 ¢
eded by the Legislative Assembly ;Sg;ze?ber 1791 to debate and establish the new constitu-
ober 1791,
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